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Instructor:
Dr. Elliot B. Sloane  (www.homepage.villanova.edu/ebsloane )


Department of Accountancy and Information Systems



Office Hours:
3:00-4:00 PM Tuesday and Thursday, and by appointment.
Bartley Room 3003; Phone: 519-6432; E-mail: ebsloane@villanova.edu
Prerequisites:     ACC 1001 and DIT 2006 (or DIT 1006) or their equivalents

It is the student’s responsibility to be certain that the prerequisites have been successfully completed.  If at any time during the semester it is determined that a student has not completed the prerequisites, the student can be administratively dropped from the course without credit or tuition refund. 

Required Texts AND Readings:  Students are to carefully scan the Interactive WSJ website each day for relevant articles affecting the application, marketing, and evolution of databases, database management systems, and related company developments.   Other print and electronic information sources will be provided for the students to regularly read and discuss.  These are NEW Texts for ACCESS 2003:

· The Concepts of Database Management, by Philip Pratt and Joseph Adamski, 6th edition, Course Technology, Inc.  Cambridge, MA, 2005. 

· Microsoft Access 2003: Comprehensive, by Adamski, Hommel, and Finnegan, Course Technology, Cambridge, MA, 2005. (ISBN:  0-619-26811-5)
Course Objectives:  This course is designed to give the students an understanding of the theoretic and practical issues related to the management of a database in a business environment.  To accomplish this, lecture material on database concepts such as data modeling, query languages, etc. is combined with the extensive use of MS Access and XML to complete homework and solve selected cases related to the material in the text.  Specific course objectives will include:

· Learning the role of databases and database applications in contemporary organizations.

· Learning data modeling using the entity-relationship and DB Design Language.

· Learning the fundamentals of the relational data model and its role in database implementation (including SQL and normalization).

· Knowing the important characteristics of distributed databases and understanding the problems that need to be overcome.

· Attain sufficient competency in MS Access to pass the Certified Microsoft Office User exam (Expert Level). 

· Understand current trends in XML and other current database topics, possibly using Cold Fusion, Oracle, SAP, and/or other related technologies.

Assignments and Exams: Assignments will be taken from both textbooks.  New assignments will build on previous ones and so may be weighted more heavily as the term progresses.  Students may work in teams ONLY if it is cleared with the instructor in advance, otherwise it is required that all work submitted is that of the student alone. Team assignments require equal contribution from all members. Make-up exams will be given only in cases of serious medical emergencies as evidenced by a written doctor's excuse or by permission of the instructor.  Approval for missing an exam must be obtained at least 24 hours before the scheduled exam date.  NO MAKE-UPS WILL BE GIVEN FOR THE FINAL EXAM.  The final exam will be partially comprehensive.  Some assignments, quizzes, and readings may be web-based, at the instructor’s discretion; such assignments must be done by the student alone, unless otherwise specified in writing by the instructor.

Late Submission Policy: Any work submitted after the deadline will lose AT LEAST 10 percent of its full credit per day.  If the assignment has been reviewed in class already, the assignment will not receive any credit.

Grading:

Homework Assignments


10%

Quizes and misc/extra assignments
  5%

Midterm



15%

Final Exam



20%

Table Normalization Exam

10%

Term Project 



20%

Participation



20%  (ON TIME attendance at all classes, interactive and insightful discussions in class, and oral/written presentations in class, as assigned)

Participation: Students are expected to attend classes, participate in class discussions and on-line classes and discussions, take quizzes, and complete hands-on assignments.  Students must actively contribute their fair share to group projects, or individual grades will be significantly reduced at the discretion of the instructor. Students are expected to search for, read, and analyze relevant current e-Business articles in the Wall Street Journal and other current journals, newspapers, or Internet sources, and are also expected use these resources to actively contribute to the oral and written classroom and distance learning discussions.

Topic Outline

Topic









“Concepts” textbook Readings
Introduction:  DBMSs and Database Processing    
 


Chap. 1  

Relational Model, QBE and Relational Algebra




Chap. 2

(Intro to Access)

Relational Model Structured Query Language




Chap. 3

RDBMS in the Enterprise: Why, How





Notes

Term Project Discussion and Planning





Notes

Advanced Relational Model Topics





Chap. 4

Database Design I: Normalization





Chap. 5

Midterm

Data Modeling (Entity-Relationship Model)




Notes

DBMS Functions







Chap. 7
Term Project Design Presentations 





Class

Database Administration






Chap. 8

Database Management Approaches





Chap. 9

Data Migration to the Web with XML





Notes

Term Project Presentations






Class

Comprehensive Final Database Project- Details will be provided after the semester break.  This will be a business-oriented Team/Individual project, demonstrating mastery of database planning, design, and implementation tools and techniques.  Grades will depend on completeness, professionalism, attention to details, documentation, and the students’ willingness and ability to work independently as well and as part of an effective team.
Academic Integrity Policy: The Code of Academic Integrity of Villanova University addresses cheating, fabrication of submitted work, plagiarism, handing in work completed for another course without the instructor’s approval, and other forms of dishonesty.  For the first offense, a student who violates the Code of Villanova University will receive 0 points for the assignment.  The violation will be reported by the instructor to the Dean’s office and recorded in the student’s file.  In addition, the student will be expected to complete an education program.  For the second offense, the student will be dismissed from the University and the reason noted on the student’s official transcript.

Students with Disability: If you have a disability that may affect your success in this course and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please arrange to meet with me as soon as possible and not later than the end of the second week of the semester.
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